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(54) Tide: YEGETABLE SLICER 




(S7) Abstract 

A vegeteble cutting device (1) moulded in at least three discrete parts, a main body raemtaer (2). at leasi ne Imermedlai 
member (6) and a bottom member (10), each of which are adapted to engage together and retain a set of blades therebetween. / 
least two sets of transverse blades are provided such that vegetable slivers may be produced by passmg vegetables thercthrougl 
The blades are adapted to be maintained in position by sets of engaging teeth (3, 7 and 8, 12). 
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VFgBTABT.E SLrCER 

Th pr sent invention r lates to a vegetable slieer 
of the 'juli nne' type. 

Hana-held vegetable slicing devices are presently- 
known. The Applicant's Australian Patent No. 53539s 

5 discloses a bean slicing device .oonatructed of a two part 
plastic rooulfling, each part having teeth enabling the two 
parts to interfit to form a comb joint, and having blades 
imprisoned between adjacent teeth across a window through 
which th« b«an to be sliced is passed. This prior art 

10 device is designed to slice beans into longitudinal 
strips . 

Although these prior art devices offer a simple and 
cheap method of slicing vegetable pieces, because only 
one set of substantially parallel blades are used, the 
15 resulting strips of vegetable have varying widths due to 

the natural irregularity in size and shapes of vegetables. 

Not only do the resulting slices look untidy and 
aesthetically poor, but also, cooking times of the 
different pieces are dissimilar, resulting in soma pieces 
being overcooked and 'mushy* while some will be 
undercooked and 'crunchy*. This problem is particularly 
enhanced in recent times, with the widespread use of 
microwave ovens for cooking, which requires food to be 
prepared with even consistency for optimal uniform 
25 cooking . 

The present invention seeks to overcome the 
disadvantages and drawbacks of prior art vegetable 
Slicing devices by providing an improved vegetable 
cutting device which will cut vegetables into a plurality 
30 of longitudinal slivers of substantially uniform 
cross-section. Such a device provides slivers of 
vegetable which are of more advantageous size and shapes 
rendering the vegetables more aesthetically pleasing as 
well as more functionally useful prior to the cooking 
35 process, with the slivers of vegetable being of more 
uniform cross- 
sectional thickness, they will have substantially similar 
cooking time. 



20 
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In one broad form the present invention proviaes a 
vegetable cutting device/ comprising: 

a main b dy member, having a window therethrough 
provided with a set of downwardly extending teeth on a 
S pair o£ opposed sides thereof, and having a handle 

extending therefrom; 

at least one intezntediate member adapted to engage 
said main body member/ .provided with a window 
therethrough/ and haying/ a first set of upwardly 
10 Gxtmndtng teeth provided oii a first pair of opposed side 
thereof/ and/ a second set of downwardly extending teeth 
provided on a second pair of opposed sides thereof in a 
direction transverse to said first set of teeth; 

a bottom member adapted to engaged with said main 
15 body, member/ provided with a window therethrough end 
having a set of upwardly extending teeth on a pair of 
opposed sides thereto; and/ 

at least two transverse sets of blades, each 
adapts to engage between each of said upwardly and 
20 downwardly extending sets of teeth, respectively. 

The. present invention will become more fully 
understood from the following detailed description of a 
preferred embodiment thereof, in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
25 Pig. I illustrates an exploded isometric view of. 

the vegetable cutting device in accordance with the 
present Invention; 

Fig. 2 shows a plan view of the handle and top body 
portion Of the vegetable cutting device in accordance 
30 with the present invention; 

Fig. 3 illustrates a sectional end view along line 
B-rB of the handle and body portion of Fig, 2; 

Fio. 4 and Pig. 4<a). detail eeofcional side views 
along line A-A of two preferred embodiments of the handle 
35 and body portion of pig. 2; 

Pig. 5 shows a plan view of the intermediate 
moulded portion of the vegetable cutting device of the 
pres nt Invention; 

Pig. 6 and Fig. 6<a> illustrate sectional views 
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along line C-C of Fig- 5; 

Fig. 7 and Fig. 7(a} illustrate a sectional views 
along lines D-D of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 8 shows a plan view o£ the bottom portion of 
5 the vegetable slicing device of the present invention; 

Fig. 9 and Fig. 9(a) detail sectional views along 
line E-E of the bottom portion of the vegetable slicer 
shown in Fig. 8; 

Fig. 10 details sectional views along line F-F of 
10 the bottom portion of Fig. 8. 

The vegetable cutting device according to the 
preferred embodiment of the invention is constructed of 
t:bree discrete sectiQiis which are moulded separately and 
then assembled by means of high frequency welding or the 
15 like* During the assembly process^ the blades are 

located at their required positions between the moulded 
portions. 

Tho first moulding, comprising the main body and 
handle portion of the vegetable cutting device 1 has an 

20 integrally moulded handle 2 extending therefrom and a 

square window 4 passing through said moulding 1. Across 
two mutually parallel opposed sides 5 of the window 4, 
are provided a set of downwardly directed teeth. 

The second moulding 6 comprises the intermediate 

25 portion of the vegetable cutting device. This second 
moulding also has a square window 9 therethrough with 
upwardly directed teeth 7 provided on two mutually 
opposite sides 15 of the window 9 and adapted to 
interengage with the downwardly directed teeth 3 of 1:he 

30 first moulding 1, On the other two mutually opposit 

sides 13 o£ the window B transverse to the direction of 

the teeth 7, are provided a second set of downwardly 
directed teeth a« 

The bottom portion of the vegetable slicing device 
35 is constructed of a third moulding 10 which again has a 
square window 11 therethrough with upwardly directed 
teeth 12 provided on two mutually opposite sides 14 of 
the window li, said teeth 12 being adapted to int rengage 
with th downwardly directed teeth 8 of the second 
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xnouiaing 6* 

Tho bladee <nob shown) are trapped between the 
faces of t&e teeth 3 and 7 and the faces of teeth 8 and 
12 to form two discrete sets of blades. Each of the ' 

5 blades of each set are preferably provided in slightly 
downwardly divergent relationship, such that as the 
vegetable is pasrs^d therethrough, eaoh sliver becomes 
separated. The blades of each set of may be provided in 
a planar relationship against two sides of the teeth, as 

10 illustrated in Figs* 4^ 4a, 6^. 6SLr 7^ 7a^ 9 and 9a or may 
provided such that the central blades of each set of 
blades are provided in a more upwardly inclusive position 
relative to the outer blades of each set of blades as 
shown in Figs. 4(a)^ 6(a>, 7<a) and 9(a), such that the 

15 resistance to slivers of vegetables passing through them 
is reduced* 

Each of the three discrete portions 1, 6 and 10 are 
preferably moulded of rigid plastics material by means of 
injection moulding or the like. Once fabricated, the 
ao tb^ee moulded portions ere assembled together, the two 
sets of blades being positioned therebetween * Once 
assembled # the discrete portions may be subjected to high 
frequency welding or the like, to form a permanent bond 
therebetween. 

25 It will become obvious to persons skilled in the 

field that numerous variations and modifications may be 
made to the vegetable cutting device as herein 
described. Such variations and modifications, some 
examples of which will be hereinafter disclosed, should 

30 be considered to be within the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 

For exanip.le, an alternative construction would be 
to provide the ^o blade sets running at angles other 
than 90^ to each other ^ to produce diamond shaped 
35 pieces. 

The blade spacing of th first set may b different 
from that of the s cond set. 

Although the Invention has h reinbef ore described 
as a three part moulding, an obvious alternative 
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oonetruotlon providoe the said third part with a further 
set of downwardly dir ct d teeth about the window through 
it and a fourth moulding , also with a window therethrough 
and a set of upwardly directed teeth to interengage with 
5 the downwardly directed teeth of the third part and a 

third blade set to be trapped between the teeth and 
extending across the window in a direction different from 
the first and second blade set. It will become obvious 
that any number of sets of blades may be provided at any 

10 angles # acoording to the size and shape of the desirod 
vegetable pieces* 

The julienne device of the present invention 
provides a cheap and easily manufactured hand held 
vegetable slicer to slice vegetable matter and other 

IS foodstuffs^ etc. into longitudinal strips^ the majority 
of which have a substantially uniform cross section^ 
consequently enabling similar cooking times and producing 
sliced vegetables which appear aesthetically pleasing to 
the eye* 

20 Numerous other variations and modifications of th 

vegetable cutting device will become obvious to persons 
skilled in the fields and such should be considered to 
fall within the scope of the present invention as 
described and claimed herein^ 
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THE CLAIMS 

1. A vegetabl cutting device, comprising: 

a main body memb t, having a window therethrough 
provided with a set of downwardly ex:tending teeth on a 
pair o£ opposed sides thereof # and having a handle 
extending trherefrom; 

at least one intermediate member adapted to engage 
said main body member, provided with a window 
therethrough, and having, a first set of upwardly 
extending teeth provided on a first pair of opposed side 
thereof/ and, a second set of downwardly extending teeth 
provided on a second pair of opposed sides thereof in a 
direction transverse to said first set of teeth; 

a bottom member adapted to engaged with said main 
body member, provided with a window therethrough and 
having a set of upwardly extending teeth on a pair of 
opposed sides thereto; and, 

at least two transverse sets of blades ^ each 
adapted to engage between each of said upwardly and 
downwardly extending sets of teeth, respectively. 
2^ A vegetable cutting device as claimed in claim 1 
wherein each of said sets of teeth are provided such that 
the sides of those teeth which are adapted to engage said 
blades are slightly inclined in a downwardly diverging 
direction such that the resistance to slivers of 
vegetables passing between them is reduced. 
3* A vegetable cutting device as claimed in claims 1 
or 2 wherein each of said sets o£ teeth are provided such 
that those tee.tb in the centre of said sets of teeth are 
slightly elevated in position such that the central 
blades of each set of blades are provided in a more 
upwardly inclined position relative to the outer blades 
of each set of blades> such that the resistance to 
slivers of vegetables, passing between them is reduced. 

4. A vegetable cutting device as claimed in any one of 
claims 1 Ho 3^, Wherein one intermediate member is 
provided and wherein two sets of blades are provided, 
each set being substantially perpendicular to the other* 

5. A vegetabl cutting device as claimed in any one of 
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claims 1 to 4/ wherein said main body member/ said 
intermediate member and said base member are moulded of 
plastics material and join d by high fr guency welding. 
6. A vegetable cutting device substantially as herein 
described with roference to the accompanying drawings. 
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